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All praise is due to Allah the Almighty, the Sufficient, and 
greetings (salam) to His chosen ones. You have asked 
concerning the Sufi way of setting up circles in the Masajid 
(singular Masjid, Mosque) for the purpose of Dhikr 
(remembrance) and particularly reciting the Kalimah: La 
aha illa Allah aloud. You ask whether or not this is 
disapproved (makrih)? 


Answer: 

In fact there is no disapproval at all. Many Ahddith (singular 
Hadith, saying of the Holy Prophet 22%) have actually 
suggested that open dhikr is preferred (mustahab). There are 
also those Ahadith that justify silent dhikr. Both these views 
are correct in relation to the varying nature of individuals. 
Imam Nawawi 435 has put forward both kinds of Ahadith 
in view of these differences. He has managed to bring 
together both those Ahddith that support open recitation of 
the Holy Qur’an and those that support latent recitation. I 
will explain this point section by section. 
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Ahadith which rightly direct to the approval of 
Jahr in Dhikr with their clear context or 
obligation. 
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2. The following Hadith is reported by Bazzar iS and 
Imam Hakim 655 in his Mustadrik. Imam Hakim a5 
classified it to be sound (Sahih). It is narrated on the 
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authority of Jabir i$ who said: “The Messenger of 
Allah the Almighty 2X<3% came to us and said, ‘O 
people! Allah the Almighty has a group of Angels in force. 
They descend and join gatherings of dhikr upon the Earth. 
So graze. well from the Gardens of Paradise (Riyad Al- 
Fannah).’ We asked, ‘And where are the Gardens of 
Paradise?” He ¢X<Hexe replied, ‘Sessions of dhikr. So 
occupy yourselves in the remembrance of Allah the 
Almighty morning and evening.’” 
- (Al-Hawi lil-Fatawa lil-‘Allama Al-Suyiiti 25 V1, P389) 


Hafiz Mundhari 45 mentions this Hadith in Al-Targhib 
wa Al-Tarhib, V2, P405. It is narrated by Ibn Abi Al-Dunya 
ens, Abu Ya‘la seis, Bazzar Aen, Tabarani 2ais 
and Hakim «is, V1, P494. Baihaqi 245 also mentions 
it. According to Hakim 2&5 it is sound (Sahih) in its 
Isndd (chain of authorities) but the following words have 
been added: “Look into yourselves. He who wishes to know 


his rank in the eyes of Allah the Almighty should first look 
into himself as to how does he rank Allah the Almighty? 
Allah the Almighty grants his servant a rank corresponding 
to his ranking of Allah the Almighty.” 
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SEmq 3. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira Gals that REY 
PT Y the Messenger of Allah the Almighty 434e@u said: “Allah 
Sie the Almighty has appointed Angels whose sole purpose is to . 
= Lid. 
BON wander around. They look out for sessions of dhikr 2° 
ESE (remembrance) upon the Earth. When they arrive at a dhikr CES 


Ke 


A session, they join in. They spread their wings so as to cover 

each other until they reach the Heavens. Allah the Almighty 
asks them, ‘Where have you come from?’ They reply, “We 
have come from a group of Your servants who are busy 
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SZ asks, though He knows well, ‘And what do they pray for?’ 
They answer, “They pray for Paradise.’ He says, ‘Have they 
< seen it?’ To this they reply, ‘Our Lord, no.’ Allah the 
BE ZK Almighty asks, ‘How would it be for them if they had seen 
Bases it?? Then He asks, ‘And from what do they seek My 
) protection?’ Though He knew better than them. They 
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4 reply, ‘From the Fire.’ He asks, ‘And have they seen it?’ ES 

They say, ‘No.’ He continues, ‘What if they had seen it?’ REY 

Then He says, ‘Bear witness that I have forgiven them, f 
granted them their request and saved them from what they CSS 


fear.’ The Angels beseech, ‘Our Lord! There is among them 
a sinful man who just happened to join them out of the 
ordinary.’ To this Allah the Almighty replies, ‘I have also 
forgiven him for they are such people that in their presence 


no hardship is inflicted.’” 
- (Sahih Mushm V2, P 344; Mustadrik of Hakim V1, P495) 


ENG 
Gs Oe 


— 
Kes 
2 7H} 
R 
é 
AWS 


XG 
Ya Oy TN 


{ 
@ 


ALA 


Mig tie pe leypliepe (gorau sober aler (—) 


SIS ; ws leche bit Able IGIG Lee ai ‘ 
| WBA eI Ashvadeaide | 
V3 


S/; 


} 


WY 
a 


(y 
WY 
TS 


pve ie bG MEV dle Saas 


Sal) Brevi uz Ie ppadtonts SK 
SS tle BAoictnf pin prety, ie 


= 


CN ola Stl Sess cbath pe S55 


S| Z. x 
oS Nahr p16 Ven 


7, 
We 
gw 


WH, 
ZAIN 


y 
2 
LHS 


“4s 


Pa S 


Py ‘ss ts OS é 
= ~ Bhoie SElanelpl Seer pA 
ag ewe lene site yell vite ie 

Se > 


Uy, 
iG 
HPSS 
Da 
he 
IN 


= 
PAIS 
ll 
iH 
: 


r% 


iB 


x 


WY DHS 


S Sa EGS aS SA SEA > 
Oy 


LALPB ON ON 


Sil 4. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira and Abu 
LS SS Sa‘id Sits who heard the Messenger of Allah the 


NG 


SH) Almighty 242% saying: “No group of people who occupy SZ 
DEAK themselves in the remembrance of Allah the Almighty are @: 
ta. 


ea55<< left without being surrounded by Angels. They are 

SS <i showered with mercy. Tranquillity descends upon them and 
Allah the Almighty mentions them to those who are close to 

A Him (i.e. Angels).” 

- (Sahih Muslim V2, P345; Jami‘ Al-Tirmidhi V2, P173) 
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5. It is narrated by Mu‘awiya ENS that the Messenger of 
S || Allah The Almighty 4&2 came across some of his 
SS 1) Companions and asked: “What made you sit here?” They 
GN replied: “We are sitting here in order to remember Allah the 
SE Almighty (dhikr) and to praise Him.” The Holy Prophet 
Bis) ExXsaw said: “Hadrat Jibrail (the Archangel Gabriel) 
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AWE has been to me and told me that Allah the Almighty 
is proud amidst the Angels on account of you.” 
- (Sahih Muslim V2, P346; Jami‘ Al-Tirmidht V2, P173) 
HLA ANE} he pm odlieew lor G) 
EAT bates — ahs SSG IG aceais 
ME HSASVGMY LAR phoaseailde 
Y i Cole ' 
Lt tiGoos “O92 gu io aa 
199 Carine | Z pa alti Ace Nt 


S) 


€| jneane| G hie ep rnc| FON ic 


6. It is narrated by Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri i that the 
Messenger of Allah the Almighty 23% said: “Occupy 
yourselves in the remembrance of Allah the Almighty 
(Dhikrullah) so much that they (the hypocrites) begin to call 
you mad.” 


- (Mustadrik of Hakim V1, P499; Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal 
Vi, P7D) 
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7. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Jowza’ i$ that 
the Messenger of Allah the Almighty 2&<se4)2 said: 
“Perform the dhikr of Allah the Almighty so much that the 
hypocrites say to you, ‘You are doing this for show.’” This 
is a Mursal Hadith (tradition). It is evident from this Hadith 
and the one before it that they (the hypocrites) will only say 


this when they hear dhikr done loudly not silently. 
- (Shu‘ab Al-Iman of Baihagi; Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al- 
Suyutt, V1, P390) 
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8. It is narrated on the authority of Anas 43S that the 
Messenger of Allah the Almighty 2x44; said: “When you 
pass by the Gardens of Heaven (Riyad Al-fannah) graze 
well from them.” They asked: “O Messenger of Allah the 
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J SLL% replied: “Sessions of Dhikr” 
SES - (Tuhfat Al-Dhakirin P17; Al-Jami‘ Al-Saghir V1, P29) 
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9. Baqi bin Mukhlad $8 narrates on the authority of 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr U5 that the Holy Prophet 23Haie 


eb, > 
SS : WE 
TEN passed by two sessions. One of these were calling upon WES 
KES x Allah the Almighty in earnest. The other was seeking RE2z 
By J knowledge. The Holy Prophet 234) said: “Both are full » 
Si of goodness - but one is better than the other.” 
SS fl - (Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al-Suyiitt, V1, P390) Ky 
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10. It is narrated by Anas bin Malik Salss that the 
Messenger of Allah the Almighty 24% said: “People 
who gather together for the sole purpose of dhikr, not 
seeking anything except the pleasure of Allah the Almighty, 
are called by a caller (Angel) from the Heavens. He says to 
them, ‘All of you are forgiven. Your bad deeds have been 
replaced by good deeds.’” 

- (Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal V3, P142) 

Tabarani 5 reports on the authority of Suhail bin 

Hanzala als. 

- (Al-Targhib wa Al-Tarhib V2, P404) 
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SI 11. It is narrated by Abu Sa‘id Jes that the Messenger of LEX 
or Allah the Almighty 2&<4@i said: “The Lord Supreme will ne 


Sesto) say on the Day of Resurrection: “Those gathered will now 
Y know who the AA/l Al-Karam (The Noble Ones) are.’” They 
asked: “Who are the Ahl Al-Karam, O Messenger of Allah 
the Almighty 2&2&i%>” He replied: “Those who establish 
sessions of dhikr inside the Masajid.” 
- (Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal V3, P78) 
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12. It is narrated by Ibn Mas‘td JSF that a mountain 
calls another mountain by its name and says: “O so and so, 
did any such person who remembers Allah the Almighty 
pass by you today?” When it says ‘yes’, the other is pleased. 
Then ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘id Sis recited the following 
Verses (in proof): 
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To split asunder, and 
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In utter ruin, 


= IK 
SS 


) @, 


= 
— 


aN 
& 


DP oO 
Essen 


wi 


KEASS 
LJ 


That they attributed 
A son to The Most Gracious. 
--(Al-Qur'an 19:89 - 91) 
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13. Ibn Jarir states in his Tafsir that Ibn ‘Abbas Gaile 
interpreted the following Verse: 


And neither heaven 

Nor earth shed a tear 

Over them (i.e. Pharoah and his army). 
- (Al-Qur’an 44: 29) 
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He said: “When a Believer dies, the earth upon which he a 
used to pray and remember Allah the Almighty mourns VIN 
him.” pe 

Ibn Abi Al-Dunya relates from Abu ‘Ubaid JENS that 
when a Believer dies, parts of the earth cry out that a ESS 
Believer has died. Upon hearing this both the earth and the xe 
sky begin to weep. The Most Merciful asks: “Why do you : SEs 
weep for my servant?” They reply: “Our Lord! Whenever he oe 
passed by us, he remembered You.” The evidence that the S022 


mountains and the earth hear the remembrance (dhikr) can 


only be valid when dhikr is done aloud. 
- (Al-Hawt lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al-Suyiiti, P391) 
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14. Bazzar 25 and Baihaqi i have reported via a 
x sound chain of authorities from Ibn ‘Abbas i$ who 
WSF heard the Holy Prophet 2&<@\% to have quoted Allah the 
Almighty saying: “My servant, if you remember Me in 
seclusion, I will remember you in seclusion. If you mention 
My Name (i.e. dhikr) in a gathering, I will mention you in a 
better gathering (consisting of Angels) or even better than 
that.” 
- (Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allama Al-Suyiiti, V1, P391) 
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15. Baihaqi 35 reports on the authority of Zaid bin 
Aslam .38 who relates from Ibn Al-Adra‘ SiS as 
saying: “I went with the Holy Prophet 24% one night 
when he 2&4) passed by a man in the Masjid who was f 
raising his voice. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah the Almighty * 
éX53@i%! Maybe he is doing this for show.’ He 2X3 REZ, 
replied, ‘No, he is making rapturous exclamations (in ) 
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SS remembrance of Allah the Almighty unaware of his ie 
eS surroundings).’” ES 
SRA Baihaqi «5 reports on the authority of ‘Aqaba bin REY 
PE 5) ‘Amir “@iu$S that the Messenger of Allah the Almighty ie SG 
NZ; sei said of a man known as Dhul Bajadain that he > 
oS made plaintive cries while he was remembering Allah the NS ZG 
SES Almighty (openly). SS 
SS} 


Se A\ Baihaqi 25 reports on the authority of Jabir bin nS q 
‘Abdullah 43 that a man used to raise his voice in the KOZ 

remembrance of Allah the Almighty (Dhikr Allah). On ) Ze 
hearing him someone said: “If only he would lower his 
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SS, voice.” To this the Holy Prophet 22% said: “Leave him SF 
Pie <0) for he makes rapturous exclamations.” % SK 
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16. It is narrated on the authority of Shaddad bin Aws 
JSS who said: “We were in the presence of the Holy 
Prophet 2&2 when he said, ‘Raise your hands and say: 
Lé ilaha illa Allah!’ We did this. The Holy Prophet =e) 
prayed thus: ‘O Allah the Almighty, You have indeed sent 
me with this blessed word (Kalimah), commanded me in 
accordance with it, and promised me paradise on account 
of it. You never break promises.’ He then said, ‘Be pleased 
to hear that Allah the Almighty has forgiven you all.’” 

- (Mustadrik of Hakim V1, P501) 


OF ees lner I (10) 
prwrdghe ads |e gs 
ACSA Seer Te 
LSC SU ews 
abl gid a As par adie 
PPS Gao 7 pod PE SS 
Pe PRRs Lb 

a trS8\s5 

Pes 5195) \ nous 

AI AAS 1,1 

cd be 


HSNO ASO * ROOTS O ESE 


NG 
OAN 


Ki 


\ 


Wy 
yy 


NZS 


ONSIONE 
i Me 
WY 


NG 


é 
Wy 


‘ 
gr 


IG 
Y 


aR 


iN 


2 i 
aN 


a 


SAAN 


Q) 
WS, 


NEG 
ig 


=; Wie 
Se) 


MSY, 
AW aw), 


NY 
o 


We 
ie 


Y 


NG 


pe 


AN 


As 
Y 


Co 


CLINE SONG SL eens NES: Sy 
| CIO las ees EVES: ONS 


FESOZON ONO ECS. On: DNA ONONG 


BS SiR 
x SSLESS 
ss 17. It is narrated on the authority of Anas 4's from the De 
Be Bee a i ss 
Zo Holy Prophet 2&2 that to Allah the Almighty belongs a LES 


wandering group of Angels who search out sessions of dhikr. 
When they find such gatherings, they surround them with 
their wings. Allah the Almighty commands them: “Shower 
them with My mercy for they are such people in whose 
presence none can be harmed.” 

- (Bazzar, Majma‘ Al-Zawa’id wa Manba‘ Al-Fawa’id, V10, P77) 
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SF 18. Tabarani 225 and Ibn Jarir Zed narrate on the Nez 
Yew authority of ‘Abd Al-Rahman bin Sahl bin Hanif als % NS 
CE that these Verses were revealed to the Holy Prophet ROSY 
Sf Lie when he was in his quarters: SA 
S SS 
And keep yourself content me 
With those who call Y 


On their Lord morning 
And evening, ... 
- (Al-Qur’an 18:28) 
The Holy Prophet 2&4 came out in search of these 
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people. He found a group of them who were busy in the go> 

remembrance of Allah the Almighty (Dhikr Allah), the most iS 
High. Among these people were those with dishevelled hair Lee 
and lean figures wearing only single garments. When he Sov 


E54 saw them he joined them and said: “Praise be to 
Allah the Almighty Who made such people among my 
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Ummah and commanded me to withhold myself with GS 
them.” RS 
-(Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al-Suyiiti, V1, P392) SS = é 
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19. Imam Ahmad 33S states under Zuhd a narration 
from Thabit $8 that Salman Al-Farsi iS was 
occupied with the remembrance of Allah the Almighty 


i) 


(Dhikr Allah) with a group of people. When the Messenger % 
of Allah the Almighty 2x arrived, they stopped. The exe 
Holy Prophet 2&sa@y) asked:“What were you reciting?” > 


They replied: “We were mentioning the Name of Allah the 
Almighty (i.e. doing dhikr).” The Holy Prophet 2&<aai% 
said: “I saw the mercy of Allah the Almighty descend upon 
you and I too felt like joining you.” Then he said: “Praise be 
to Allah the Almighty Who made such people among my 
Ummah and commanded me to withhold myself patiently 
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-(Al-Hawit lil Fatawa lil ‘Allama Al-Suyiti, V1, P392) 
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20. Al-Isbahani 4% reports in the Targhib on the 
authority of Abu Razin Al-‘Aqili 58 that the Messenger 
of Allah the Almighty 2323)2 said to him: “Shall I not 
inform you of the essential prerequisite of the Din by which 
you will achieve the best of this World and the Next?” He 
said: “Yes - Please do.” The Holy Prophet 2&4 told 
him: “Make incumbent upon yourself sessions of dhikr and 
when you are alone even then keep your tongue moving 
with Dhikr Allah.” 
- (Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al-Suyiti, V1, P392) 
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21. It is narrated by Anas “$8 that the Holy Prophet 
ice said: “For me to sit among those people who 
remember Allah the Almighty (dhikr) from their morning 


SPE 
ye 
YA 


W/Z 
AN 


2} Prayer until the Sun rises is dearer to me than the whole y R 
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SS) || World and all that it contains.” (SZ 
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22. It is narrated on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas Gsite WS 
who said: “When people had completed their prayers, it-was CEN 
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common for them to raise their voices in dhikr at the time of IS 
the Holy Prophet ¢226i%. Ibn ‘Abbas @G&ile said, ‘I 
would know by hearing them leave in this manner that they 


had just completed their Prayers.” 
- (Sahth Al-Bukhari, V1, P116) 
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According to Imam Al-Nawawi «5: “It is evident from WEES 
this Hadith that this practice was common among the Salaf SS 
(earlier generation). They seemed to regard open dhikr as a S 


preferred (mustahab) before leaving after Prayers. Among 
later generations Ibn Hazm Al-Zahiri 424) held the same 


doctrine.” 
- (Sahih Mushm, V1, P217) 
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—\ 23. It is narrated on the authority of ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab > ZN 


|| 58 that the Messenger of Allah the Almighty ae 
said: “Whoever enters a bazaar and says: 
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Sy (There is no god but Allah the Almighty, the One. He s E 
ZEN has no partner. His is the Kingdom and all praise is due to VES 
\ZY || Him. He brings life and death and is Powerful over all Nov/ 
Zz J things.) \ 
3) Allah the Almighty records for him one million good deeds, g <O> 
> : erases one million of his sins and raises his rank one million <a 

times. A house is built for him in Paradise and according to EES 
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some reports Allah the Almighty calls him.” 
- (Hakim, Mustadrik, V1, P538) 


Nay A 

vy 

BY. 
IEP 

Aes 
YNRZENSII.@ 
Vg WW, WY 


(4 
We 
» 

Yip, 


Ni esingntise  wsiigndklr (9) 
Puen tor debi deasidmve) 
LyPbANC dfs icine SSIIG > 


Y 


= 


Af 


——) 
—, 


Mit vlalt  plolanertiase S 
IWF CLI 'ppoigrrale' Ve. 

nh Le Id JGaj Seb o-Glel A 

eX Abe} y adh Ise 


a 
A WW) 


ma 
Ni 
~ 


=F NES Si owe Sies 'sicaie SNR STOR SAAS BF SS 
AT LONG Lee ORIG Te ENG Aes 
OR a CTOOEGIs ea 


MNS 


SUSTOERSTERS? weesee, RITE 


Sh <= 


OX —— Pex 
aes Ue 

i ise 
IN yor aun ISN |aeu | >i\> Glen xe 
Des ex 
rex ASS 
os 24. It is narrated by Sa’ib Gil that the Messenger of bee 


GBI Allah the Almighty 23@4)% said: “Hadrat Jibra’il Sue 
oy came to me and ordered me to tell my Companions and 
anyone else in my presence to raise their voices in saying the 
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GeN Labbayk! (at your service), meaning one of the two.” Cad S 
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25. In the Kitab Al-‘Idain Marwazi relates on the authority 
of Mujahid (4's that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar and Abu 
Huraira 45% used to enter the bazaar on the 10th Dhul 
Hyjah raising their voices in Takbir (Allahu Akbar). They 


we 
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\ 


> did not come for any other reason. @: 

It is also narrated on the authority of ‘Ubaid bin ‘Umair wes 

JKaISS who said: “‘Umar AS used to recite Takbir in his 6 ZG 

tent. The people in the Masajid would begin to say Takbir YES 

followed by all those in the bazaar until the whole of Mina Nov 

: Lae ) 

shook with Takbir. 0 5 
Maimoon Ibn Mahran 2iHS is reported to have said: “I x 

found that the people would say Takbir on the 10th Dhul Ze 

Hijah so much so that it resembled waves upon waves in Gru 


the sea.” 
- (Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al-Suyiti, V1, P393) 
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Conclusion 
If you concentrate on the Ahadith mentioned above you will 
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realise that dhikr done openly or in a raised voice is not at all is ( 
forbidden (mamnii‘) or disapproved (makrih). There is CR 
clear evidence for its preference (mustahab) whether these Ney 
Ahadith are direct (sarthan) or allusive (iltizaman) as we b ON 
have indicated. As for countering these with Ahdadith that || {22> 
show preference for Dhikr Al-Khafi (Silent Dhikr), it is like Ss BS 
presenting arguments by Ahddith in favour of silent Kees 
recitation of the Holy Qur’an as opposed to recitation done DS 
aloud. They draw an analogy such as the likeness of the M 


silent reciter of the Holy Qur’an to one giving sadagah in 
secret. Imam Nawawi 4) concludes that silent dhikr is 
better when there is fear of show or when it would disturb 
those praying or when people are asleep. Apart from that 
open dhikr is always better because in doing so it is an 
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effective stimulant to good deeds, other listeners benefit NS € 

from it, the reciter’s heart remains awake and he is able to Lees 
q . . . SA 

concentrate more fully. His ears focus on his recitation, Nv 
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drowsiness is reduced and he becomes refreshed. According 


to some it is preferred (mustahab) to recite some parts of the CRS 
Holy Qur’an in a raised voice and others are better bx & 
(mustahab) recited silently because silent recitation tends to x eS 
become monotonous after which loud recitation brings Sz 
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delight to the heart. When loud recitation tires a person, it 
will be relaxing for him to recite silently. After this Imam 


( « 

Nawawi 24/5 became silent. ex 
: : é KES 

The same explanation is true for dhikr. It can be SZ 


concluded as such from the (various) Akddith. If you were 
to argue producing the following Verse: 
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And do thou (O reader!) GEUX 
Bring thy Lord to remembrance NOW 
In thy (very) soul, eS . 

With humility and remember SOR 
Without loudness in words, ... iS K 
-(Al-Qur’an 7:205) AES 
Sov 
Then let me tell you that this Verse has three dimensions: ly Ss 
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> 1. This Verse is Makki (revealed in Makkah) as is another \ 
CS Verse commanding a lowering of the voice: GSES 
SEA SIZ 
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Neither speak thy Prayer aloud, 
Nor speak it in a low tone, 
But seek a middle course 


Between. 
- (Al-Qur’an 17:110) 
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<2) || This Verse was revealed at a time when the Holy Prophet CXS 
EXSHEA recited the Holy Qur’an aloud. When the idolators ) 
LS heard him they hurled abuse at the Holy Qur’an and Allah LES 
SH, the Almighty Who sent it. In order to stop their behaviour 
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Allah the Almighty commanded the lowering of voice in the 
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recitation of the Holy Qur’an. 
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BS He also forbade Believers from hurling abuse at their VS 
ES idols in retaliation as in the following Verse: SE 
Revile not ye A 
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Those whom they call upon 
Besides Allah, lest 
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In their ignorance. 
-(Al-Qur’an 6:108) 
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Later on this objective came to an end as conditions 


CS improved. This is indicated by Ibn Kathir 255 in his REY 
By \ || Tafsir -(V2, P181). Uy 
Sy He states that the purpose of the above Verse (Al-Qur’an < 
SYS ‘||| 6:108) is the same as for the previous one (Al- 
CEN Qur’an17:110): EES 
SOA *... Neither speak thy Prayer aloud Ie 
eS Nor speak it in a low tone BSS 
SS) But seek a middle course SZ 
DON Between.’ ES 
DAI Whenever the idolators heard the Holy Qur’an being recited < 
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being recited. This is because the Book of Allah the 


RUS 
they hurled abuse at it, at Allah the Almighty and His i & 
Messenger é352&iJ%, so Allah the Almighty commanded the GEES 
Messenger 2X4 to lower his voice in recitation such Dx 
that idolators would not hear, not too silently that even the VGN 
Companions could not make out what was being said but to > 
adopt a middle way between the two. iS E 
2. A group of exegists (Mufassirin) including ‘Abd Al- ts “ 
Rahman bin Zaid bin Aslam .244)55, teacher of Imam Malik Sas 
JES, and Hafiz Ibn Jarir i have ascribed this Verse “a 
to a dhakir (person doing dhikr) while the Holy Qur’an is AES 
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Almighty should be recited aloud while all others should be 


subdued out of respect. This view is reinforced by the US 
following Verse: f 


When the Qur'an is read, 

Listen to it with attention, 

And hold your peace: 

That ye may receive Mercy. 
-(Al-Qur’an 7:204) 
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With respect to the above Verse it might appear to some bx 

people that perhaps silence is to be adopted at all times. is > A 

This matter can be clarified thus: (x 

Even though the command is to remain silent it is RES 

; ISe 

superceded by another command calling for the constant ) < 
remembrance (dhikr) by the heart so that it is not neglected % 

altogether. That is why the Verse ends with: ‘And be not thou iY 

of those who are unheedful (Al-Qur’an 7:205)’. CAIN 

SH 


3. Sufis tend to regard this Verse as referring specifically to 
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the Holy Prophet 24%, the Perfect Exemplar, it is not > 
for ordinary folk who are prone to deceptive imaginations iS 
and bad presumptions. These people have been KES 
commanded to recite aloud because it is an effective way of ie 
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eliminating such thoughts. This view is justified by a Hadith S 
narrated by Bazzar «i! on the authority of Mu‘adh bin Gel 
ed by ES 
Jabal Zeiss: i Ie 
The Holy Prophet 22344) said: “When anyone among Wa 
you prays Supererogatory Prayers (nafal) at night, let him = 
raise his voice in recitation because Angels pray along with SKS 


him and listen to his recitation. Any believing Finn who 
happen to be in the air around him or living in his vicinity 
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also join him in prayer and listen attentively to his SxS 

recitation. By reciting aloud he makes all the bad Jinn and f 
devils flee from his home and neighbourhood.” GES 
If you were to argue producing the following Verse: SY 
UES 

Call on your Lord ee 
With humility and in private: ( K 
For God loveth not WS 
Those who trespass beyond bounds. Se 
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Ys 


-(Al-Qur’an 7:55) 
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And you claim that ‘the exceeding of bounds’ refers to 
raised voice (Fahr) in du‘a’ (supplication) by interpretation. 
In response to this let me inform you that there are two 
sides to it: 
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(1) The more acceptable (rajih) tafsir (interpretation) of this 
Verse is that it refers to that du‘a’ (supplication) in which 
the original wording is exceeded by the one praying. Or it is 
that du‘a’ which has been invented having no basis in the 
Shari‘ah. This interpretation is supported by a Hadith 
mentioned by Ibn Majah .2ei and Hakim 45s in his 
Mustadrik. It is narrated by Abu Ni‘ama eS and 
classified as Sahih (Sound). The Hgdith is as follows: 
‘Abdullah bin Ma‘gal $8 heard his son praying thus: 
“© Allah the Almighty! I ask for a white palace on the right 
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side of Heaven.” Upon hearing this he said: “I have heard (ey 
the Holy Prophet 2% saying: “There will (soon) come 
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CX exceed bounds in prayer.’ This interpretation is of a aN 
A Companion of mine. He knew best as to its meaning.” eX 
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S755 || (2) Even if the argument were to be accepted it still only eS 
x <t refers to supplication (du ‘@’) and not to dhikr. A du‘@’ by its \ 
CS; very implication is better said by lowering the voice. This 
ay Zn way it comes nearer to being accepted. This is suggested by 
. the following Verse which refers to Zakariyya AGUE : 


<p 
GW 


YAN wel): 


el 
1, 


AS 
V 
ANG 


CN Behold! he cried 
eA To his Lord in secret. 


Sx -(Al-Qur’an 19:3) 
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ox It is precisely for this reason that Isti‘adha (Seeking of iS : 
KES KS Protection) said at start of Prayer is better (Mustahab) KEES 
SEZ recited in a low voice during Prayer (Salah) because it NO 
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happens to be a du ‘a’ (supplication). 


If you were to argue on the basis of the following Hadith: 


It is narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad «i that he saw BS & 
some people in the Masjid reciting the Kalimah: La ilaha illa RSE 

Allah aloud in dhikr. On hearing this he said to them: “I see be 
you to be innovators.” And he sent them out of the Masjid. eS 

In response to this let me tell you that this alleged saying of 6 4. 
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad 55 needs a clear Isnad (chain of WN 
authorities). Who are the Imams (Leaders) and Qur’anic SS 
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scholars who have, after all, mentioned this Hadith? Do we 
find it in any of their books? Even if this argument could be 
justified, it would still go against many other Hadith 
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contrary to it. When there is opposition these Ahkadith will SSS 
; take priority. Ie 
: I will produce here a saying of ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad Wan 
\ Gix'sS reported by Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal <i in his (Ww 
Z Kitab Al-Zuhd. It contradicts the argument put forward. He WES 


says: “Muhammad heard from Mas‘idi who heard it from 
A ‘Amir bin Shagiq that Abi Wa’il USNS said: ‘There are 
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people who think that ‘Abdullah had forbidden dhikr. Let é 
me tell them that whenever I was fortunate to sit with him I GSES 
always heard him do dhikr.’” SO 


Imam Ahmad 244) reports in his Zuhd that Thabit 
Banooni a5 said: “Those who remember Allah the 
Almighty (Afi Al-Dhikr) sit among those who are doing 
dhikr. Their sins are equivalent to the weight of mountains 
when they arrive but when they leave having done dhikr, not 


a single sin remains on them.” 
- (Al-Hawi lil Fatawa lil ‘Allamah Al-Suyiiti, V1, PP389-394) 
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Cat is Dar-ul~Eohsano? 


Dar-ul-Ehsan, literally meaning ‘the House of Blessing, is a voluntary 
Islamic Institute situated in the district of Faisalabad, Pakistan. It has been 
defined as ‘an abode of benefactors who worship Allah the Almighty as if 
they are seeing Him. If it is not the case, it (certainly) is true that He is 
seeing them’. 

The Institute is busy fulfilling its aim of translating the sacred work of 
Da’wah-o-Tableegh-al-Islam (Invitation to and spread of Islam) in many and 
various ways. Here it is humbly desired to demonstrate practically the 
teaching of the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah (Tradition) of the Prophet 
Muhammad 2X5), the fountain-head of Islam. 

People throughout the world from all walks of life, those who practise a 
little to those who practise their religion profusely, visit the Institute. In this 
way they satisfy their religious aspirations. 

Sittings of incessant Dhik’r (remembrance of Allah the Almighty) are 
held, missionary parties of those with religious and spiritual zeal are sent to 
all parts, a spacious mosque and a repository for the worn out copies of the 
Holy Qur’an have been built, a school for destitutes and orphans and a well- 
staffed hospital have been established, administering their services free of 


Abu Anees Muhammad Barkat Aly, a retired army officer, the founder 
and chief organiser of the Dar-ul-Ehsan, has written, published and 
distributed free of charge much literature on Islam in Urdu. This is now 
being translated in part in Arabic, Persian and English. Kitab-ul-Amal bis- 
Sunnah, Al-Ma’roof ‘Tarteeb Sharif’? (Holy Succession), Makshoofat-e- 
Manazal-e-Ehsan (Manifestations of the Stages of Blessing) and Asma-un-Nabi 
al-Karim (The Bounteous Names of the Prophet 2<séiJ2) are three 
voluminous works of unique religious importance. A monthly magazine, 
The Dar-ul-Ehsan, is published for the benefit of the Muslim Community. 
It includes research articles, translations and commentaries on the Holy 
Qur’an and the Hadeeth, medical cures prescribed by the Prophet 
Muhammad 2X22 and Abu Anees Muhammad Barkat Ali’s own 
words of guidance and insight. 

—Muhammad Iqbal 
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